DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY DIVISION 41
Water Quality Standards: Beneficial Uses, Policies, and Criteria for Oregon
OAR 340-041-0028 (Temperature)
OAR 340-041-0028 (11) Protecting Cold Water
(a)

(b)

(c)

Except as described in subsection (c) of this rule, waters of the State that have summer
seven-day-average maximum ambient temperatures that are colder than the biologically
based criteria in section (4) of this rule, may not be warmed by more than 0.3 degrees
Celsius (0.5 degrees Fahrenheit) above the colder water ambient temperature. This
provision applies to all sources taken together at the point of maximum impact where
salmon, steelhead or bull trout are present.
A point source that discharges into or above salmon & steelhead spawning waters that are
colder than the spawning criterion, may not cause the water temperature in the spawning
reach where the physical habitat for spawning exists during the time spawning through
emergence use occurs, to increase more than the following amounts after complete
mixing of the effluent with the river:
(A)
If the rolling 60 day average maximum ambient water temperature, between the
dates of spawning use as designated under subsection (4)(a) of this rule, is 10 to
12.8 degrees Celsius, the allowable increase is 0.5 Celsius above the 60 day
average; or
(B)
If the rolling 60 day average maximum ambient water temperature, between the
dates of spawning use as designated under subsection (4)(a) of this rule, is less
than 10 degrees Celsius, the allowable increase is 1.0 Celsius above the 60 day
average, unless the source provides analysis showing that a greater increase will
not significantly impact the survival of salmon or steelhead eggs or the timing of
salmon or steelhead fry emergence from the gravels in downstream spawning
reach.
The cold water protection narrative criteria in subsection (a) do not apply if:
(A)
There are no threatened or endangered salmonids currently inhabiting the water
body;
(B)
The water body has not been designated as critical habitat; and
(C)
The colder water is not necessary to ensure that downstream temperatures achieve
and maintain compliance with the applicable temperature criteria.

